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world, is only a later edition, revised according to monotheistic ideas, of the far older Chaldean legend which describes the creation of Cosmos out of Chaos by the no-operation of great gods, male and female. Even in later and more advanced religions, traces of this ineradicable tendency to assume difference of sex as the indispensable condition of the creation of new existence are found to linger and crop up in cases where they are altogether inapplicable. Thus, in the orthodox Christian creed we are taught to repeat ' begotten, not made/ a phrase which is absolute nonsense, or non-seme—that is, an instance of using words like counterfeit notes, which have no solid value of an idea behind them. For ' begotten' is a very definite term, which implies the conjunction of two opposite sexes to produce a new individual. Unless two deities are assumed of different sexes the statement has no possible meaning. It is a curious instance of atavism, or the way in which the qualities and ideas of remote ancestors sometimes crop up in their posterity.
Science, however, makes sad havoc with this impression of sexual generation being the original and only .mode of reproduction, and the microscope and dissecting knife of the naturalist introduce us to new and altogether unsuspected worlds of life. . By far the larger proportion of living forms, in number at any rate? if not in size, have come into existence without the aid of sexual propagation. When we begin at the beginning, or with those Monera which are simple specks of homogeneous protoplasm, we find them multiplying by self-division. Amoeba A3 when it outgrows its natural size, contracts in the middle and splits into two Amcebse, 15 and Cj which are exactly like one another and like

